LESSON 10

THE CHARLESTON TEA PARTY, 1774

I. Objectives

1. To have the student understand that South Carolina played a leading role in the
discontent between the colonies and the mother country England.

2. To show the relationship between the colony of South Carolina, especially
Charleston, and the other British American colonies.

[1. Background for the Lesson

Following the French-Indian War, relations between Great Britain and the American
colonies deteriorated greatly. The Proclamation of 1763, The Sugar Act of 1764, The Stamp
Act of 1765, and the Townshend Acts of 1767 had all contributed to these ill feelings. In
1770 the so-called Boston massacre occurred in which five colonists were killed by British
soldiers. This kept the spirit of protest alive.

In 1773 Parliament passed the Tea Act which granted to the East India company a
virtual monopoly of tea sales to the colonies. This angered colonial merchants and smugglers
who dealt in tea. They joined the radical agitators, and together organized resistance to the
landing of tea in various seaports. But in Boston the act of resistance caused the greatest
attention. Under the direction of Sam Adams, the Boston Tea Party took place on December
16, 1773. Disguised as Mohawk Indians, Bostonians boarded the ships in the harbor and
threw the tea overboard. One of the results of this was the passage of the Intolerable Acts in
1774 by Parliament. One provision of this closed the port of Boston until the tea was paid
for. On the heels of the Boston Tea Party shiploads of tea met similar fates in other port
cities such as New York, Philadelphia, Annapolis, and Charleston.

III. The Lesson

This program was videotaped entirely on location in Charleston with the exception of
the bonfire scene which was done near Columbia. Most of the research for this program was
primary in nature coming from accounts of the incident in the South Carolina Gazette,
November and December 1774.

Following the Tea Act of 1773 many colonial citizens refused to pay the duty and
boycotted British tea. This program deals with actions taken by some citizens of Charleston
in November and December, 1774 when a British ship, the Britannia, arrived with seven
cases of dutied tea aboard to be delivered to local consignees. The major characters in the

program are based or the actual people involved in the incident. They are:

1. Peter Timothy, gublisher of the South Carolina Gazette and activist patriot leader.
Christopher ga sden, patriot activist, South Carolina delegate to Stamp Act

2.
Congress, orator at “Liberty Tree" functions.

3. Captain Samuel Ball, Jr., captain of British ship Britannia who unwittingly brought
with him to Charleston seven chests of dutied tea.

4. Zephaniah Kinsley, Robert Lindsay, and Robert McKenzie, the consignees to whom
the dutied British tea was to be delivered.
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IV. Pre-Telecast Activities

1. Discuss with the students the series of events leading up to the Charleston Tea Party
beginning with the Proclamation Act of 1763.

2. Discuss 'ﬁw significance of tea to 18th century Englishmen. How important is it in
our culture today?

V. Post-Telecast Activities

1. Have a student (or students) compare and report to the class the significance of the
Charleston Tea Party to:
A The Boston Tea Party

B. The Stamp Act crisis in Charleston in 1765.

2. If you plan a class trip to Charleston during the school year, plan to visit the
Exchange Building at the east end of Broad Street. This is where much of the dutied
tea was stored.

3. Discuss how events such as the “Tea Parties” brought the colonies into a loose
confederation through organizations such as the Sons of Liberty and Committees of
Correspondence.
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